Oral History #069: What a Couple Did by Mondloch, James et al.
No. 069 | 00:12:11 minutes
What a Couple Did
A young couple were happily married.  They both worked hard and prayed to God every day.  The devil was 
upset seeing how happy the couple was.  He took on the form of the young man’s grandmother.  He first 
went to the couple’s house where they woman was working.  Her husband had gone to work in the hills. 
The devil told her that her husband wasn’t working, that he was having lunch with his lover in the hills.  The 
woman became upset when she heard this.  Later the devil, disguised as the man’s grandmother, went to the 
hills to visit the husband.  He told him that his wife was at home eating with another man.  The husband 
became very upset, and as soon as he got home, he killed his wife with an axe.  As soon as he killed her, he 
repented.  He went to his grandmother’s house to ask her why she had caused problems between him and 
his wife.  The old lady told him that she had never left the house.  The man then went to the priest, and the 
priest helped him discover that it was the devil that had tricked him into killing his wife.
Lo que hizo una pareja
Una pareja era felizmente casada.  Ambos trabajaban duros, y rezaban a Dios todos los días.  El diablo era 
alterado al ver que esa pareja era muy feliz.  El diablo tomó la forma de la abuela del marido.  El, disfrazado 
como la abuela del marido, llegó a la casa de la pareja.  La mujer estaba trabajando, y el marido estaba en el 
campo trabajando.  El diablo le dijo a la mujer que su marido no estaba trabajando, sino estaba almorzando 
con su amante en el campo.  La mujer se alteró mucho cuando oyó esa noticia.  Luego, el mismo diablo, 
todavía disfrazado como la abuela del hombre, se fue con él en el campo.  Le dijo al hombre que su esposa 
estaba comiendo felizmente en la casa con su amante.  El marido se puso furioso, y cuando llegó a la casa, 
mató a su esposa con un hacha.  En cuanto mató a su mujer, el hombre se arrepintió.  El se fue con su abuela 
a preguntarle porque ella había ido con él en el campo a sembrar discordia entre él y su mujer.  La abuela 
le contestó que ella no había salido de la casa.  Luego el hombre se fue con el cura, y el padre le ayudó a 
descubrir que fue el Diablo que le había engañado para que matara a su esposa.
K’iche’ Maya Oral histOry PrOject
University of New Mexico | Latin American & Iberian Institute 
Project Background
The stories and rituals included in this collection were collected between 1968 and 1973.  All of them are narrated 
in the K’iche’ Maya language of Guatemala with almost all of the narrators speaking the Nahualá-Santa Catarina 
Ixtahuacán dialect of that language.
Collected and recorded by
Dr. James Mondloch
Transcribed by
Miguel Guarchaj Ch’o’x and Diego Guarchaj
Funding and support provided by 
The UNM Latin American and Iberian Institute and the US Department of Education Title VI National Resource 
Center grant.
Title page image provided courtesy of
Dennis G. Jarvis 
Usage rights
Copyright © 2011 The University of New Mexico, Latin American and Iberian Institute.  All Rights  
Reserved. You may print, reproduce and use the information in, and retrieve files containing  
publications or images from, The University of New Mexico’s WWW documents for non-commercial, personal, 
or educational purposes only, provided that you (i) do not modify such information, and (ii) include any copyright 
notice originally included with such information and this notice in all such copies.
Alternative formats 
In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, the information contained herein is available in alternative 
formats upon request.
Additional information about this project is available online
http://laii.unm.edu/kiche
Correspondence should be directed to
The University of New Mexico
Latin American & Iberian Institute
801 Yale Boulevard NE / MSC02 1690
1 University of New Mexico
Albuquerque, New Mexico 
87131-0001
Phone: (505) 277-2961
Fax: (505) 277-5989
E-mail: laii@unm.edu
Web: http://laii.unm.edu
LATIN AMERICAN &
IBERIAN INSTITUTEUNM


















